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CLUB BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION POTLUCK (Note time and location!) 
The Durango Photography Club will meet on Thursday, February 20 from 6-9PM at the Durango 
Senior Center at 2424 Main Avenue. It is our birthday month and we will have a potluck dinner and 
our annual club photo competition. Enter from the High School side (24th Street) and park in the Sen-
ior Center lot. This meeting is only for members and one invited guest each.  Doors will open at 
5:45pm and we would like to open the buffet as close to 6:00 pm as possible. 
The Club will provide trays of sandwiches, a few buckets of Kentucky Fried Chicken and beverages 
as well as paper plates, forks, knives, spoons, napkins and glasses. 
Attendees are asked to bring a dish (suitable for eight) based upon their last name: 
A thru I  -  Salad or Vegetable 
J thru N  - Dessert 
O thru Z  - Appetizer 
In order to plan for food and beverage, it is important that we know how many will attend!  
Please RSVP no later than February 17th to: Roy or Pat Roberts at 970-764-4138 or 
roy_roberts@yahoo.com or patroberts2004@yahoo.com.  Thanks for your cooperation! 
 

ANNUAL BEST-OF-THE-YEAR PHOTO COMPETITION 
At this meeting we will also conduct our Annual Best-of-the-Year Photo Competition. All active 

members (2014 dues paid) may enter up to 3 prints, minimum side of 8ò for any edge; maximum size 
of 24ò any edge, including mat or frame. Prints do not need to be framed for the competition but mat-
ting or mounting is recommended. All 1st place winners will be required to submit them to the Club at 
a later date ready to hang for display (canvas or framed, with hanging wire.) Depending on size of 
later display area, 2nd place winners may also be asked to provide their photos ready-to-hang. 
Members may choose to enter in their choice of the following 7 categories: 
landscape, architecture, close-up/macro, people, animals, abstracts and miscellaneous.  
There will be one winner in each category. A "Best Picture of the Year" will also be selected. Entry 
and voting is limited to active members and their guest only. Please! Put your name on the back of 
your photos and indicate which category you are entering! Members do not have to be present to en-
ter photos for the club competition but they must have someone responsible for the images from start 
to finish. If you have any questions or problems, contact Roy or Pat Roberts at 970-764-4138 or 
roy_roberts@yahoo.com or patroberts2004@yahoo.com.   
 
Need framing? Mention you are DPC member for special pricing: The Art Supply House & Custom Framing, in Town 
Plaza, Durango, offers a 10% discount on purchases. Four Corners Framed Art in Gem Village offers wholesale prices to 
DPC members. If you know of other discounts given to DPC members, please email me dgophotographer@gmail.com  

February 2014  

 

Board of Directors Meeting 
Your DPC Board of Directors will be meeting on Feb.12th. If you have something youôd like  
to be brought up at the meeting, please email DPC President Roy Roberts before Feb. 10th. 
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 DPC MEMBERS  
ON CURRENT DISPLAY  

OR RECENTLY PUBLISHED! 
Be sure to visit these locations to support the 
DPC photographers and the businesses that sup-
port us!  

Kassidyôs Kitchen in Bodo Park: 
Jan 15-March 15: Eric Pahlke  

For information to arrange to exhibit here, contact 
Linda Pampinella lpampin@mindspring.com  
 

Durango Coffee Company: 
February: Steve Yabek & Ron Martin 
For information to arrange to exhibit here, contact 
Linda Pampinella lpampin@mindspring.com  
 

Substratum Gallery 
1020 1/2 Main Ave. Durango 

"Visions of the West" by Howard Rachlin will be 
on exhibit throughout the month of February.   

 

NEWS FROM  
HOWARD RACHLIN 

Howard Rachlin will be presenting a seminar on 
"The Art of Seeing" Wednesday, 
February 5th at 5:30pm at the Sub-
stratum Fine Art Photography Gal-
lery (1021 1/2 Main Ave. - Directly 
across from Carver's). This seminar, 
which has been very warmly re-
ceived, is meant for all levels of pho-
tographers. Just like learning to "smell the rosesò, 
it is meant to help open your eyes to things that 
we all often fail to see.  Howard will point out that 
our most important photographic tool is not our 
camera, lenses,  filters, or software .....it's our 
eyes!  He'll also cover: when rules may/should be 
broken, how to improve your images, looking at 
things differently, etc. 
If you have any questions contact Howard at  
970-375-7877 or Howard@HowardRachlin.com 

REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE 
Eileen Baumgardt sent a note soliciting help for a 
Silverton author who needs someone to scan and 
post-process a negative for the cover of a book. 
I've completed another book called Zambezi River 
Bridge that I want to publish with createspace. 
The cover photo is a color transparency that 
needs to be digitized to fit createspace specs. The 
photo is of Victoria Falls Bridge (across the Zam-
bezi River) with Victoria Falls in the background. 
Can anyone suggest someone who can do the 
digitizing etc. and help me with the cover?  
Thanks, Robert Boeder  boedr@hotmail.com  

WHATôS HAPPENING?  
Substratum Gallery 

Wednesday, February 5th, at 5:30 pm. Howard 
Rachlin will present "The Art of Seeing" (see re-
cent post with more detail) 
Thursday, February 6th, from 5-7 pm with the 
DAC's First Thursday Artwalk talk with Howard 
Rachlin about his fine art prints and Tom Hahl 
about his handcrafted wood furniture. 
Saturday, February 8th beginning at 1:30 pm, Ad-
am Schallau, American Landscape Photographer 
and 2012-13 Arizona Highways Cover Winner, will 
be in the gallery to present a slide show and meet 
& greet.  
We'll have several other current members and lo-
cal photographers showing throughout the year.   
Right now, our 2014 calendar is full in terms of 
shows and we have not started to schedule for 
2015 just yet.  However, we always encourage 
folks to come see us to visit about their work. 
Contact us at kristen@substratumgallery.com or 
joaquin@substratumgallery.com. 
Joaquin has just begun offering workshops that 
focus on creation of a clean print file from partici-
pant taken image files. His website is 
www.joaquinsalazarphotography.com and there is 
information there concerning the workshops. 
All events are free to the public.  We hope to see 
you there! In the meantime, the gallery can be 
found at www.substratumgallery.com and on Fa-
cebook as SUB STRA TUM gallery.  
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Community Artist Program 
Leslie McGownd, Marketing Coordinator at 
Pine River Valley Bank and Miners & Merchants 
Bank 1701 Main Ave. Durango, CO 81301 is 
honored to share their 2014 artist line-up. All of 
the Artist Reception nights are coordinated with 
the First Thursday Art Walks this year. Mark your 
calendars and come out to support our fabulous 
local artists. For more information call Main: 970-
385-9583 or Direct:  970-403-8268  

 

CALL FOR ARTISTS! 
3rd Annual Artist Market 

Call for Artists for the Durango Friends of the Arts 
3rd Annual Artists Market, June 21 from 10AM-
4PM at Santa Rita Park. Details and applications 
for artists are available from joanntrimberg-
er@hotmail.com. Space is limited to 50 and is re-
served as applications are received. Join this fun 
fundraising event to meet the public in an open-air 

environment with great community visibility 
and sales opportunities for artists. All pro-
ceeds are returned to the arts in the Durango 
area. 

Stories of Women 
http://storiesofwomen.com/?page_id=1281 
Hello Photographers, 

Sally here at Stories of Women. I thought I 
would follow up on an invitation to submit 
photos for the Open Shutter Gallery exhibit 
that corresponds with our book launch and 
our book cover contest. (see Web page 
www.StoriesofWomen.com ) Some of you 
have asked for clarification about what we 
might be looking for. I hope this helps. The 
photos are really subjective for you as a vis-
ual storyteller to interpret the themes of our 
book and its chapter themes. These are Uni-
versal themes. The photos can certainly 
have people in them ïit is really up to you to 
interpret. Girls are fine, and women, of 
course and certainly with others. Represen-
tation of women that is universal -even if it is 
tenderness that you express, or sensuality, 
softness and/or strength and power, charac-
ter, heart, compassion, connection with oth-
ers, creating and fostering love in small or 
big ways, Motherhood, Sisterhood, lover -
any expression of what women are or can 
be. Everyday life probably more than sports 
or portraits, but it does depend on the photo. 
Think "would this express women in gen-
eral? Could this image reflect women or fem-
inine essence and spirit across cultures or 
socioeconomic differences?" Representa-
tional is good. That said, we really hope you 
use your artistry, vision, creativity to visually 
tell the story in your own expression, what's 
meaningful and relevant to you.  Abstract or 
specific, what speaks to you? I hope this is 
helpful.  Let me know if you need anything 
more. 
Remember, 14 photos will be selected,  2 for 
each chapter theme. One will be selected for 
the book cover! Please let us know if you are 
inclined to submit. That would be helpful.  
submissions@storiesofwomen.com 
If you have any other questions or concerns, 
please don't hesitate to contact us.  
 Cheers, Sally at Stories of Women, LLC. 
Check out our Facebook 
page:  www.facebook.com/StoriesOfWomen. 
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7 Steps to Becoming a  
Confident Photographer:  
a Beginnerôs Guide 
A Post By: Natalie Norton 

 
By Nathan Rupert 
Confidence is worth itôs weight in gold in any are-
na.  As a photographer, thereôs nothing like 
KNOWING youôre capable of ñgetting the 
shot.ò Itôs so empowering to know that if you 
miss a shot itôs NOT going to be because you 
didnôt know what you were doing OR perhaps 
worse would be that you did know how to nail it, 
but you were too slow in setting up the shot due 
to lack of practice! 
There are a katrillion ways to gain confidence in 
your abilities as a photographer. Here are a few 
that I have found to be incredibly helpful over the 
years. They will help you to be prepared for any 
shot and ready to get your settings right in a split 
second. Feel free to add other ideas in the com-
ment section below! 

1. Keep a Notebook . . . or donôt 
Especially in the beginning, I recommend creat-
ing a well organized notebook. I still have one 
that I jot notes in frequently. You can treat this 
like a travel log of your experience, a place 
where you keep notes, set goals, paste trim-
mings of shots youôve found that inspire you 
etc. Youôd be surprised just how many photogra-
phers do this. Iôd say at least 50% of my suc-
cessful photographer friends still have a note-
book of this kind and use it frequently. Iôll men-

tion it a bit more as we move on to the other tips. 

It is important to acknowledge that for some, itôs 
just not their thang and I totally get that. For some 
people it adds stress and pressure to something 
that is supposed to be fun. If you fall into that cate-
gory, ditch step one and keep moving on to the oth-

er tips in the post. 

2. Shoot Frequently 
By Alex Dram 
(this is the most im-
portant of any of the 
tips, so if youôre going to 
choose just one, let this 
be it!) 
If you really want to gain 
confidence, you should 
be out shooting as 
much as you possibly 
can. Perhaps itôs every 
day on your lunch 

hour. If thatôs the only window you have to consist-
ently squeeze it in, fine. Just be out shooting fre-
quently and consistently. NOTHING can replace 
the benefits of just getting out there and shooting 
as often as you can. Practice makes perfect after 
all. 
 

3. Shoot in Different Conditions 

 
By Viewminder 
Not only should you be shooting regularly, you 
should be out shooting in different conditions as 
often as possible to familiarize yourself with 
them. A lot of times as photographers weôre 
searching for good, easy, flat light that isnôt going to 
throw us any curve balls (i.e. open shade or an 
overcast day). The reality of photography however 
is that you donôt always have so much control, so 

http://digital-photography-school.com/author/aloha
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you need to be ready for any and everything at 
any given time. 

For example: maybe one week you practice 
shooting subjects that are backlit and the next 
you go out and shoot in low light. Just get out 
and shoot and shoot and shoot and then come 
home and record what you learn each day in 

the corresponding section of your notebook. 

4. Set Goals 
Is there a particular technique youôd like to 
learn? Perhaps thereôs a shot you saw and 
youôd like to attempt to achieve a similar result. 
Write your goal down in your notebook and 
keep track of how far youôve come. If youôre re-
ally brave (and committed to gaining confi-
dence) I recommend that you set your goal 
publicly (like on your blog, a forum you partici-
pate in etc) so that you feel accountable. Let 
people know that youôre working on something 
new and ask for their feedback and any tips 
they may have. Then get out and practice like 
crazy until you get it figured out. 
 

5.  Read 
There are SO MANY great books out there on 
photography. Scott Kelby has some really fan-
tastic ones for beginners and the dPS eBook 
store has a great range too. Make a visit to the 
bookstore or your local library and get your 
study on. Nowadays there is so much infor-
mation available for FREE!!! What Darren has 
created here at Digital Photography School re-
ally is remarkable. Dig through the archives. If 
you donôt find what youôre looking for you can 
always kick off an email to DPS or directly to 
one of the writers and give us a post sugges-
tion. No guarantees, but we really do want to 
give you what you want and need! Weôre here 

to help you succeed! 

6. Ask Questions 
Sometimes photographers have a hard time 
asking questions. Why do so many of us like to 
feel like or look like weôve got it all figured 
out?  Itôs baffling. Asking questions frequently 
will help you feel certain youôre going about 
things in the right way and thatôs a HUGE step 

toward gaining lasting confidence. 

7.  Change Your Perspective 

 
Image Credit: recompose 
Not to get too philosophical, but...I recently re-
ceived an email from a follower of my personal 
blog. She expressed frustration over the discour-
agement she feels when she looks at other pho-
tographerôs work:  ñI keep thinking Iôm learning 
and improving and then I see other peopleôs stuff 
and I just feel like the worst photographer ever!ò 
The concept of comparison is not a new one. It 
exists in every field but I would venture to say 
that the plague is particularly rampant in this in-
dustry. 

My anecdote is this: simply remember that no 
matter who you are or how celebrated you be-
come, there will always be a zillion photogra-
phers better than you AND always a zillion 
worse. And guess what? It doesnôt matter a bit! 
Comparison is all about perspective, and thatôs 
something you have complete and total control 
over. Rather than viewing another photogra-
pherôs work and feeling down because you feel 
incapable of taking shots like that, think 
ñWow! Thatôs a great shot! Iôm so glad I now 
know that shots like that are possible and I can 
start practicing and trying to figure out how!ò 
Howôs that for empowerment?  
Instead of secretly begrudging the attention an-
other photographer is receiving for their work, 
just think, ñWow, if I work really hard, I could get 
that kind of attention to MY art!ò 

Ultimately confidence is a choice. Rome wasnôt 
built in a day and neither are our skills as photog-
raphers! But I really TRULY believe that with the 
tips listed above, you can soar above anything 
youôve ever dreamed was possible and enjoy 
your passion for photography in a whole new 
way.  
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ŦǊŀƳŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǎŜƳƛ ǿŀǎ ōƭƻŎƪƛƴƎ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ ǎǳƴ ŀƴŘ L Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǊŜŀƭπ
ƭȅ ŀǿŜǎƻƳŜ ǎƘƻǘ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊƛƴƎ L Ŏŀƴϥǘ 
ǎǘŀƴŘ Ŏƛǘȅ ƭƛŦŜΦΦΦŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŦǊŜŜǿŀȅǎΗ

  L ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻŘŜ ǎŜǘ ǘƻ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŀƴŘ L 
ǳǎŜŘ ǎǇƻǘ ƳŜǘŜǊƛƴƎΦ

  L ǿŀǎ ŦƻǊŎŜŘ ǘƻ tƘƻǘƻǎƘƻǇ ǘƘŜ ōǳƎ ǎǇƭŀǧŜǊǎ ƻũ ǘƘŜ 
ǿƛƴŘǎƘƛŜƭŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǎǘƻƻŘ ƻǳǘ 
ƭƛƪŜ ΦΦΦΦǿŜƭƭΦΦΦΦƛƭƭǳƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ ōǳƎ ǎǇƭŀǧŜǊǎΦΦΦ 

ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƴƭƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ǊǳƛƴŜŘ Ƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊπ
ǿƛǎŜ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ǎƘƻǘΦ

 



¢ƘŜ ƛƳŀƎŜ Іносп ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƴ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǝƴƎ 

ǘƘŜ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ Ƴƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ L ǎƘƻǘ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴŘƻǿ 

ŀōƻǳǘ слƳǇƘ ǿƘƛƭŜ Ƴȅ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ aŜƴŘȅ ǿŀǎ 

ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎΦ  ²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ǿŀȅ ōŀŎƪ ŦǊƻƳ 

!ƭōǳǉǳŜǊǉǳŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘŀƪŜǎ ȅƻǳ 

ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ 5ǳǊŀƴƎƻ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ tŀƎƻǎŀ {ǇǊƛƴƎǎ 

ǘƘƛǎ Ǉŀǎǘ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊΦ
  Lǘ ǿŀǎ ǎƻƳŜǿƘŜǊŜ 

ƴƻǊǘƘ ƻŦ {ŀƴǘŀ CŜΦ
  L ǘƻƭŘ Ƴȅ Ƙǳōōȅ 5ŀǾŜ 

ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ Ǝƻ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǎƻƳŜ ǝƳŜ 

ǎƻ ƘŜ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ ǘƻƻΗ

  LϥƳ ǳǎŜ 
ǘƻ ǎƘƻƻǝƴƎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴŘƻǿ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƘŜϥǎ 

ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎΦ  hƘΣ ǘƘŜ ǎƘǳǧŜǊ ǎǇŜŜŘ ǿŀǎ ŀǘ 

мκнллл ϧ L ǳǎŜŘ ǎǇƻǘ ƳŜǘŜǊƛƴƎΦ

  L ŘƛŘ ǳǎŜ 
tƘƻǘƻǎƘƻǇ ǘƻ ǊŜƳƻǾŜ ŀ ǝƴȅ ǿƘƛǘŜ Řƻǘ 

ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ōƻǧƻƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƳŀƎŜΦΦΦƻƴŎŜ L 

ȊƻƻƳŜŘ ƛƴ ƻƴ ƛǘ L ǎŀǿ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪ 

ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ŀ ǎǘƻǇ ǎƛƎƴ ǊŜƅŜŎǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƴǎ ƎƭŀǊŜ 

ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ƳƛǊǊƻǊΗ
  ¢Ƙŀǘ ǝƴȅ ǿƘƛǘŜ Řƻǘ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ 

ƎƻΗ  

¢ƘŜ ϥ{ǘƻǊƳ hǾŜǊ !ƭōǳǉǳŜǊǉǳŜϥ ǇƘƻǘƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŀƴ IƻƴƻǊŀōƭŜ aŜƴǝƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ  
bŜǿ aŜȄƛŎƻ aŀƎŀȊƛƴŜ tƘƻǘƻ /ƻƴǘŜǎǘΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ мслл ŜƴǘǊƛŜǎΗ 

¢Ƙƛǎ ǇƘƻǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ .ƻǎǉǳŜ ǿƻƴ нƴŘ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ нлмо .ƻǎǉǳŜ ŘŜƭ !ǇŀŎƘŜ CŜǎǝǾŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ǊŀƴŜǎ 
tƘƻǘƻ /ƻƴǘŜǎǘΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ǎƘƻǘ WŀƴΦ тΣ нлмо ŀƴŘ L ǿŀǎ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ 5t/ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ .ǊŀƴǎƻƴΣ IƻǿŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ WŜǊǊȅΦ 


