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MONTHLY DURANGO PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB MEETING 
We will meet in the Pine Room at the La Plata County Fairgrounds Extension Building, 2500 
Main Avenue, Durango CO. Please join us at our next meeting from 7:00-9:00pm on Thurs-
day, March 17, 2016. Please come up to 20 minutes early to socialize with other photographers 
and then be able to start the meeting on time.  
The first half of the meeting will feature a special presentation. 
The second half will feature IMAGE SHARE.  
 

This monthôs Presentation will be on Printing your Photography 
A Lab Showcase: Matt Hoaglin will bring examples of different types of media for 
photographic printing as well as information on labs he uses.   
Also, Howard Rachlin will discuss how and why to use of the Club-owned Color Munki. Not all 
members are aware of this membership benefit! 
Image Share: 
There is no theme requirement, just send up to three recent images that youôd like to share 
with the Club. Send via email to VP Jerry Day at JerryDay474@gmail.com Jerry will compile 
and display them during the second half of the meeting. When possible, weôd like the photogra-
pher to provide image info (ISO, shutter speed, aperture, as well as if any filters, lighting or tri-
pod were used) and any post processing. This second half of the meeting will be educational 
so that members can learn from the photographerôs image as well as the photographer may 
ask and learn in what ways the photo could be improved.  
Although you can share any photo subject, weôd like to suggest something GREEN! The meet-
ing is on St. Patrickôs Day, weôve just changed our clocks ahead to be GREEN, and Spring is 
right around the corner. Share with us your best interpretation of GREEN! 
 

 

CLUB NEWS 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS CHANGES 
Your DPC Board of Directors held a meeting Feb. 29 where it was officially announced that 
Club president Roy Roberts and his wife have purchased a home in Maine and will be moving 
sometime in April. Thank you for your service to the Durango Photo Club! We all wish Roy and 
Pat an exciting retirement. Matt Hoaglin agreed to become President, noting that he may not 
be able to attend all of this yearôs general meetings but can carry out other duties not subject to 
that schedule. 
Jerry Day will continue as VP and Program Chair.  
Our membership list has dropped to 53 paid members. If you know of someone that might be 
interested to continue or begin a membership, please contact our Treasurer/Co-membership 
chairman Gordon Greve at ggreve49@gobrainstorm.net. (annual dues are just $20!)  
Any suggestions for attracting new members and keeping existing members are welcome. 
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Photo Exhibition Committee 

In the past, DPC members have had opportunities to display work in numerous venues (Kassidyôs Kitch-
en, Durango Coffee Club, Rec Center, Senior Center). With those venues no long viable, we revisited 
the question of exhibiting at the Rec and Senior centers as well as search for other locations. We will be 
asking members who have indicated interest in working on exhibitions to form a committee to coordi-
nate activities at the Rec and Senior centers and explore other venues. Howard Rachlin has agreed to 
meet with such a committee to explain how exhibitions have worked in the past. Some of you can ex-
pect to receive an email soon and anyone interested in helping form and work this committee is en-
couraged to contact Howard (contact information on back page.) 
 

Liberty School Photo Club 
In response to an in-person request from teacher Pamela Savage at our January general meeting, DPC 
VP Jerry Day has met with her and has agreed to help her coordinate a photography club for her mid-
dle school-aged students! There are volunteer opportunities for our DPC members to teach or other-
wise assist the students in their pursuit of photography. The kids most often use iPhones and iPads to 
make their images. Please let Jerry know if you would be interested in inspiring these young folks. 
 

Club Presentations 
This is YOUR Club! Please let us know what program ideas, learning opportunities, speaker suggestions 
youôd like to see us pursue. If you have an area of expertise youôd like to share with the members, weôd 
love to know about it! Please contact Jerry Day (or any Board member) with your ideas. 
 
 

Show & Tell 
DPC member MaryAnne Nelson had the cover photograph on the current 
edition of Colorado Life magazine. There is also and additional image of 
MaryAnneôs within the magazine. Colorado Life is available at most maga-
zine stands and is a great source of information about some of the most in-
teresting facts and places in Colorado. 

 
 

A Beginnerôs Guide to Choosing the Right  
Post-Production Software 

A Post By: John Davenport 
When it comes to choosing your first piece of post-production software you may find yourself spinning in circles. Thereôs so 
much to choose from, and the whole idea of learning to do something new can be intimidating. This article will cover a num-
ber of the most well known software options available, and hopefully lead you towards the right decision for you. 
Adobe Photoshop CC 
Over the years no one has truly been able to displace Adobeôs dominance of the photography software market. Both Light-
room and Photoshop are hugely popular pieces of software and regarded as the go to platforms for professionals. Letôs break 
down both Lightroom and Photoshop individually to see what makes them so popular. 
Adobe Lightroom 
Lightroom is the most popular tool available for post-processing your images. It can be used as an all-in-one solution 
for post-processing, image storage, and printing. Due to this all-in-one nature, Lightroom becomes a convenient and power-
ful option for both new photographers and pros alike. 
One of the biggest differentiating factors of Lightroom verses other post-production tools is that it is widely supported by 
third party developers. What this means is that you can find a number of plugins for Lightroom that will allow you to extend 
your workflow beyond the core program. Youôll also be able to find a number of Lightroom presets, which can help you 
speed up your workflow by saving time for tedious edits. On top of that, sites like Smugmug and Zenfolio allow you to hook 
right into Lightroom, enabling you to share your photographs directly from your Lightroom catalog to your website. 
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Finally, due to the popularity of Lightroom, there is no shortage of support for you on the web. If you have a question 
about something related to processing an image with Lightroom look no further than YouTube or the many eBooks writ-
ten on a number of different aspects of Lightroomôs features (including Loving Landscapes, a dPS ebook about pro-
cessing your landscape images in Lightroom). 
This whole package of features, extendibility, and resources, is why Iôd suggest Lightroom as the first program for 
any new photographer looking to get into post-production. Not only are you getting a very capable program for editing 
and organizing your images, but you have the ability to extend the core features as your skills develop. You also have 
an endless supply of help from the many tutorials written on the platform over the years. 
Adobe Photoshop 
Lightroom may be the best place to start as a new photographer, but Photoshop is a close second. The only reason I place 
Photoshop second on this list is due to its complexity. You still get the same great community of professional photogra-
phers, which enables you to learn more quickly, and youôll still find a wealth of Photoshop Actions to help you speed up 
your workflow, but the learning curve for Photoshop is quite a bit more challenging than that of Lightroom, making it 
harder to recommend to a total beginner. 
Adobeôs Creative Cloud platform is a subscription based model, which gives you access to both Photoshop and Light-
room for $10/month. The reason to pay the premium for Adobeôs products, over the ones Iôll list below, is not because 
they will perform better edits, but rather because of the way they integrate with other pieces of software, and the availa-
bility of tutorials on the web. 
Open Source Options 
If youôre not ready to invest money into your post-production workflow just yet, then these open source platforms are 
where Iôd direct your attention. 
GIMP 
GIMP is the most well known Photoshop alternative out there. It has been around for years, works on both PC and Mac, 
and will provide you with many of the same tools that Photoshop offers. Being open source it doesnôt have the 
polish that Photoshop does, and wonôt offer nearly as many third party options or tutorials. However, as a budget friendly 
way of processing your images, this is by far the best way to go. 
Darktable 
Darktable is what Iôd recommend if youôre looking for a RAW developer to substitute for Lightroom. Like GIMP, this is 
an open source option, which offers a number of features that will give you complete control of your images, and truly 
does compete with Lightroom in that area. Again where itôll fall flat is that youôll have less extendibility, and not as many 
resources to help you along the way. Note: Darktable does not work on Windows. 
Other Tools 
When it comes to post-production there are a number of what Iôd call, supplemental tools available. These tools are de-
signed to work in conjunction with Photoshop and/or Lightroom, and help you further refine your style as a photogra-
pher. 
TopazLabs 
The TopazLabs line of products includes 17 different pieces of software, each one specifically designed for its own 
unique purpose. These tools are designed to help you enhance and speed up your post-production workflow, but not nec-
essarily replace Photoshop or Lightroom, although some of Topazôs programs, like Impression and Texture Effects, do 
offer some standalone functionality that will let you create very different types of images. 
Nik Software 
Like TopazLabs, Googleôs Nik collection is a set of tools that will help you enhance and speed up your workflow. There 
arenôt as many different tools, and Google has a recent track record of killing off products that werenôt working for them 
without warning. But, the Nik collection is powerful, and will give you some great functionality beyond just Lightroomôs 
basic toolset. 
Photomatix 
Photomatix has been the leader of the HDR post-production world for quite some time. Their product continues to pro-
duce some of the best controlled tone mapped images, and would be a great addition to your set of tools if you wanted to 
get deep into HDR photography. 
Aurora HDR 
As an alternative to Photomatix, Aurora HDR is a newly released product from Macphun, in partnership with Trey 
Ratcliff. At the moment Aurora HDR is only for Mac and is an early stage product, so thereôs bound to be some growing 
pains. That said, with backing from Trey Ratcliff, whoôs made his name on HDR photography, this product could eventu-
ally get to where it wants to be ï which is an all-in-one HDR tool, that doesnôt require Lightroom or Photoshop to pro-
duce images. 
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Images from the DPC Annual Photography Competition  
    February 18, 2016 

Macro, 1st Place Award 
ñSpanish Dancersò  by John Leonard 

That is 1 painted pencil shaving set in a black shadow box. I set the 

camera for multiple exposures and ended up with that after some post 

processing to remove the toothpick glued to the bottom. 

I love the richness of color and the 

sharpness considering I took this on a 

moving train, the Durango Blues Train. 

Charlie Parr on guitar. 


